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Some Practical Issues 





A Typical 3+3 Algorithm  
Implicitly targets a dose with Pr(Toxicity) = .33 

# Patients with DLT Decision 

0/3 Escalate one level 

1/3 Treat 3 more patients  

at the same level  

1/3 + 0/3 Escalate one level 

1/3 + 1/3 Stop & choose current level  



Alternative scheme 
« Continual Reassessment Method (CRM) » 

O‘Quigley et al. 1990 

 

Objective: Minimize the number of patients receiving an  

       inefficient dose 

 

Principle:  MTD is continuously adjusted based on toxicity     

                 that is evaluated immediately after treatment of  



The issue of targeted therapies 

• Definition:  

 Drugs that block tumor cell growth (cytostatic 

effect) by interfering with specific targets 

involved in carcinogenesis or in the 

deregulation 

 

cell
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